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ON THE COVER 


Glennallen wildlife biologist Jeff Shryer 
inspects the wings of a young eagle to get a 
better idea of the bird's age. After working 
with these birds last summer, Shryer came to 
appreciate the mild mannered nature of 
these supposed predators of the skies. 
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Meet EEO Specialist 
Angelyn Barbour 


by Susan Mitchell 


This is the third in a series of articles 
introducing Fairbanks’ EEO coordina- 
tors. 


Equal Opportunity is familiar terri- 
tory for the manager of northern Alaska’s 
black employment program. Angelyn 
Barbour has been involved in equal op- 
portunity since she was in college. 

Barbour moved to Alaska with the 
Social Security Administration in 1977. 
While taking claims for disability and 
retirement, she also provided EEO coun- 
seling. It was only natural that she con- 
tinue her interest in EEO when she moved 
to BLM in December 1985 to become a 
public contactrepresentative. In March of 
1986 she became a land law examiner 
with the Branch of Northwest Adjudica- 
tion, and in September of that year she 
became Black Employment Program 
Manager. 

Barbour’s approach to EEO is low- 
key. She lets people in the black commu- 
nity know about available jobs as well as 
about BLM’s mission. “I talk informally 
with black individuals and groups about 
BLM and what’s happening here,” Bar- 
bour said. “I go to various functions and 
benefits and meet with local black groups. 
I want to be more visible in the black 
community as the coordinator of BLM’s 
black employment program.” 


Angelyn Barbour 


Superior Court Judge Karen Hunt 


Power Has 
New Meaning 


by Danielle Allen 


When the featured Federal Women’s 
Program guest speaker got up to talk at the 
recent FWP seminar, she had the attention 
of the entire room. 

Superior Court Judge Karen Hunt 
talked about something everyone wants 
and what some just can’t get enough 
of...POWER. 

Hunt reminded the group of the 
power breakfast, power lunch, power suit, 
power seating and how society has incor- 
porated the use of power in practically 
everything. 

Most importantly she told the audi- 
ence how to get power. She said, “Power 
is the faith in one’s self to create an expec- 
tation that what we do will be paid atten- 
tion to.” You get it from within. She 
equates power with self-confidence. 

People who are confident are not 
focusing on themselves but directing their 
energies to the problem or issue at hand. 

When itcomes down toit, your power 
ties and power suit can help but a lot of 
confidence (and some competence 
wouldn’t hurt) can make any one of us a 
power to contend with. 
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Local Conservation Group and North Star Fire 
Crew Receive National Award 


AFS’s 1987 North Star Volunteer 
Fire Crew and the Anchorage Committee 
for Resource Education (ACRE), have 
been awarded BLM’s “Volunteer for the 
Public Lands” national award. 

The North Star Fire Crew was created 
to: provide Alaskans with an entry level 
into AFS and provide natural resource 
agencies in Alaska with a low cost, labor 
intensive crew for field project work. 

In 1987, 15 people entered the new 
first of its kind AFS Program. In ex- 
change for being trained as wildland 
firefighters, they agreed to donate their 
time, when noton fires, to do project work 
for the government. The following crew- 
members remained with the crew the 
whole summer: 

Arthur E. John, 


Smitty Saves 
The Day 


by Sue Mitchell 


$l Ns 


Lloyd "Smitty" Smith 


Bibiana Washington, 
Robert Jameson, 
Joseph P. O’Brien, Jr., 
Mark Sims, 

Douglas Lawrence, 
Ben Juneby, 

Amos Frank, 

Edward Bradley, 

Each was awarded an individual 
volunteer award, and the crew was 
awarded a group award. 

ACRE is a nonprofit community 
organization dedicated to developing an 
understanding of the land and its re- 
sources. Comprised of educators and 
professionals in many natural resource 
fields, the group has conducted college 
level credit courses for area teachers to 
provide them with the skills necessary to 


Lloyd “Smitty” Smith saw an aircraft 
accident about to happen last summer. 
His quick reaction prevented it. 

Smith, a retardant mixer/operator 
with the Alaska Fire Service, was sitting 
with several others in a building called the 
retardant shack, next to Fort 
Wainwright’s runway. It was about 10 
p.m. on a July night in 1987. As they 
relaxed after a long day, Smith noticed a 
Volpar airplane, used for smokejumping, 
start its final approach to the runway. The 
pilot and smokejumper Bob Quillin were 
returning from ferrying a crew of jumpers 
to a fire. 

Smith looked out the open door of the 
shack and noticed the aircraft’s landing 
gear was not down. He grabbed his radio 
from the desk and ran outside. Smith 
yelled as the plane neared the runway, 
“Get your gear down, get your gear down, 
get your gear down!” 

Inside the plane, Quillin heard the 
call on his portable radio and immediately 
motioned to the pilot to take the plane up. 


teach science and environmental educa- 
tion in their classrooms. 

ACRE’s members have also pro- 
vided hundreds of hours of support to the 
BLM’s outdoor education program for 
Anchorage sixth graders called Alaska 
Outdoor Week. That program serves 
approximately 1,500 students each year. 

In 1985, the group raised funds for 
and encouraged the Anchorage School 
District to establish a pilot Outdoor 
School program. The first year, 16 
schools participated. In 1986, despite a 
major cut in funding the program contin- 
ued with more schools participating. All 
ACRE’s projects and programs stress the 
value of land and resources and the need 
to understand and protect them for future 
generations. 


The pilot pulled up the plane, seconds 
before impact. 

“If the gear had been down they 
would have been touching the ground,” 
Smith said. “It was so close it made my 
spine tingle.” He credits Quillin for his 
quick understanding and action. 

Smith is a 17-year veteran of aviation 
with the Alaska Fire Service, but his in- 
volvement with airplanes goes back even 
farther. Smith spent a year in Vietnam 
with an Army mobile air traffic control 
team before starting work for AFS, so 
aircraft emergencies are not new to him. 
“I saw more emergencies in a year in 
Vietnam than most people see in a life- 
time,” he said. 

In February 1988, Alaska Fire Serv- 
ice Manager Tom Owen presented Smith 
with a $2,000 award for his quick reaction 
to the crisis. Smith accepted the award on 
behalf of all people whose daily vigilance 
keeps accidents from happening. “It’s 
really all part of our job,” he said. “ but it’s 
nice to be recognized for it.” 
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by Danielle Allen 


Besides finding bald eagles to be “real cupcakes,” 
Glennallen District biologists Jeff Shryer and Frank Bird 
learned that these predators of the skies are not deserving 
of the “good nestkeeping seal of approval.” 

These revelations came to light last summer when the 
biologists banded 28 young bald eagles in the Gulkana 
River basin. Besides banding eaglets, wildlife biologist 
Shryer, and seasonal fisheries biologist Bird, were count- 
ing eagle nests in a 250,000-acre study area. This expan- 
sive wetlands complex is the focus of a five-year study in 
which BLM hopes to learn more about these raptors, their 
habitat and the effects of humans on their populations. 

The biologists, wearing long sleeved shirts, gloves, 
and heavy leather boots with climbing spikes, used 
mountain climbing gear to hoist themselves up to the 
eagles’ nests. Surprisingly the parents took to the skies 
almost as soon as the biologist began climbing. 

For about a half hour, the squawking adults would 


perch in nearby trees watcl 
handle their young. Only 
agitated enough to buzz thi 

Two eaglets were usu! 
Shryer says, “We also fo 
food. The youngsters were’ 
gulls, whitefish, grayling | 
grayling had a Fish and Ga 
the highest known migrati’ 

Shryer and Bird, and ¢ 
ees Bob Schmidt and Be 
banding in late July when 
to eight weeks old. Bir 
weren’t banded because th« 
them susceptible to expc 
samples taken from six bil 
analysis and comparison t 
and the United States. 


ba 


It took Frank Bird about seven minutes to climb 
this 40 ft. snag (a dead tree which can support an 
eagle nest). 


Bob Schmidt, seasonal wildlife biologist records informatior 
Shryer completes a banding job. 


ise Biologists 


a biologist climb and then 
ice did the eagles become 
iologists. 

7 waiting in each nest, and 
| a tremendous amount of 
‘ing onred squirrel, salmon, 
il even a beaver tail. One 
|tag, which I think makes it 
of a grayling.” 

ccasion, seasonal employ- 
»r Jones, did most of the 
feathered eaglets were six 
younger than five weeks 
own covering would leave 
‘e after handling. Blood 
are being used for genetic 
ther bald eagles in Alaska 


The BLM team worked closely with Robert “Skip” 
Ambrose, a Fish and Wildlife Service raptor biologist 
from Fairbanks, who is conducting a similar study on the 
Tanana River. A cooperative agreement allows the BLM 
and FWS to coordinate bald eagle field studies to ensure 
sampling consistency. Since the study areas are so 
different, the comparisons should prove interesting. The 
Gulkana River’s recreational use has skyrocketed during 
the past three years, while the Tanana River attracts very 
few visitors. The Gulkana has an anadromous fish run 
while the Tanana does not. 

As manager of most of the Gulkana and Delta rivers, 
the BLM must deal with the impacts of increased human 
encroachment on these birds. During the next four years 
the inventory and monitoring of the eagles will provide 
baseline information on their status, productivity and 
population trends to guide BLM’s management of the 
area. 
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Eagles are placed in a bag then transported to a 
ground crew where they are aged, banded and 
sampled for blood types. 


| the characteristics of a nest site and nestling as Jeff 
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Hearings on 
Native 
Allotment 
Applications 
Underway 
Across the State 


by Ed Bovy 


ASO’s Division of Conveyance 
Management has begun holding informal 
Native allotment hearings in Kenai, Tok, 
Haines and other locations throughout the 
state. 

The hearings are a result of the Agui- 


ASO adjudicators are serving as hearing officers for the informal Native allotment hearings 
being held throughout the state. Before the first hearings in Kenai, a practice "mock hearing" 
was held at the Anchorage Museum. "Several of us put together a fictional lands case based 

on several real cases from files," said mock hearing coordinator Janice McDowell. "Volun- ° 
teers played the parts of the attorneys, the applicant and witnesses." Sue McWilliams, who 
played the role of hearings officer, said,"Having a practice run really helped everyone feel 


lar court case decision directing BLM to 
reconsider certain Native allotment 
claims that had not been forwarded to 
BLM from the Bureau of Indian Affairs. 
Native allotments were authorized by the 
1906 Native Allotment Act. The Act gave 
title to 160 acres of land to Alaska Natives 
who could show substantially continuous 
use during a five-year period for tradi- 
tional activities such as hunting, fishing or 
berry picking. 

During the first 54 years of the Act, 
only 51 applications were submitted. But 
in the early 1970’s when it became obvi- 
ous that Congress was going to settle the 
Alaska land claims issue, the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs and the Rural Alaska 
Community Action Program made acon- 
certed effort to help Natives file allotment 
applications for the lands theyeused. A 
total of 9,310 cases were filed by the time 
the Native Allotment Act was repealed in 
1971. 

In processing Native allotment appli- 
cations, the BIA returned any applications 
for lands that were already patented to the 
State or other parties. But Ethel Aguilar 
and others objected. They took the matter 
to court and won. 

In 1979 the court ruled that in such 
cases, the BLM should examine the appli- 
cation and seek title recovery from the 
current owner if the applicant’s claim was 


more confident.” 


determined to be valid. With this ruling, 
all the returned applications were rein- 
stated. 

_ Bob Arndorfer, DSD for Convey- 
ances says, “Fortunately, many times the 
parties involved can reach a settlement. 
This is easiest when the State of Alaska 
still owns the land and there isn’t any 
development on it.” 4 

However things get complicated 
where the State has sold the land to third 
party interests who then may have built 
homes or other structures. Still other 
cases on the North Slope involve land that 
has been leased for energy exploration. 
One case on the Kenai River involves a 
parcel that has been subdivided into 17 
small parcels. Once all those involved 
have stated their case, they have thirty 
days to file a brief. 

Based on the Native allotment 
casefile, the hearing and post hearing 
briefs, a decision is issued. BLM can 
either reject the allotment claim or refer it 
to the Regional Solicitor and the Depart- 
ment of Justice for negotiation or litiga- 
tion to return title for conveyance to the 
applicant. 


° 


Cinco De Mayo 


Come Celebrate! 
May 6, 1988 


at the Elmendorf NCO Club 


No Host Bar - 6-7:00 PM 
Mexican Buffet - 7 PM 


Entertainment* & Dancing 


$9.50 per person 


Tickets are available from: 
Gary Gale (5536) 
Ann Adams (5539) 
Mabel Bautista (4439) 
Dorothy Bonds (3193) 
Janie Fisher (5967) 
Robin Rodriguez (4585) 


* Look for a special guest 
entertainer. 


pea CLAUSE 


Length of Service Awards 


10-Year Pin 


Nancy Reagan, Electronics Mechanic, 
AFS 

Columbus Johnson, Electronics 
Mechanic, AFS 

Darrell Winter, Land Law Examiner, 
ASO Division of Conveyance 
Management 

Mark Jones, Forestry Technician, AFS 

Ronald Huntsinger, Physical 
Scientist, ASO Division of 
Renewable Resources 

Linda Ricketts, Supervisory 
Computer Systems Analyst, ASO- 
Division of Support Services 

Steve Willis, Land Law Examiner, 
ASO Division of Conveyance 
Management ° 


e 


20-Year Pin 


Karen Collie, Land Law Examiner, 
ASO Division of Mineral Resources 

Sue Wolf, Supervisory Realty 
Specialist, ASO Division of 
Renewable Resources 

Dorothy Tideman, Realty Specialist, 
ASO Division of Conveyance 
Management 

Terry Hassett, Supervisory Land Law 
Examiner, ASO Division of Convey- 
ance Management 


30-Year Pin 


Gerald Zamber, Chief, ASO Office of 
Management, Policy & Budget 

Thomas Johnson, Fuel Distribution Sys- 
tems Operator, AFS 

Donald Stichler, Electronics Mechanic 
Foreman, AFS 


Quality Step Increase 


Gail Ozmina, Realty Specialist, ASO 
Division of Conveyance Management 

Susan Will, Archeologist, Steese/White 
Mountains District 

Alonzo Kelly, Outdoor Recreation Plan- 
ner, Steese/White Mountains District 


Sustained Superior 
Performance 


Laura Andrewyuk, Microfiche Equip- 
ment Operator, ASO Division of Sup- 
port Services 

Barry Noll, Civil Engineer, ASO Divi- 
sion of Support Services 

Bonita Willer, Computer Programmer 
Analyst, ASO Division of Support 
Services 

Layne Lange, Supervisory Natural Re- 
source Specialist. Steese/White Moun- 
tains District 

Richard Bouts, Supervisory Natural 
Resource Specialist, Steese/White 
Mountains District 

Keith Woodworth, Supervisory Natural 
Resource Specialist, Steese/White 
Mountains District 

James Sisk, Natural Resource Specinligt 
Steese/White Mountains District 


_QOn-the Spot-Cash Award 


@ 


Lesley Combs, Cartographic Aid, ASO 
Division of Support Services 
Steve Iversen, Computer Specialist, AFS 


Janice Hopster, Applications Examiner, 


ASO Division of Mineral Resources 

David Evans, Geophysicist, ASO Divi- 
sion of Mineral Resources 

John Toms, Jr. Supervisory Land Sur- 
veyor, ASO Division of Cadastral Sur- 
vey 

Loyd Miller, Supervisory Land Law 
Examiner, ASO Division of Support 
Services _ 

Ron Biggs, Supervisory Land Law Exam- 
iner, ASO Division of Support Services 

Phyllis Kanyer, Cartographic Techni- 
cian, ASO Division of Support Services 

William Johnston, Cartographic Techni- 
cian, ASO Division of Support Services 


Special Act 


Lloyd Smith, Fire Retardant Mixer 
Operator, AFS 

Richard O’Connell, Supervisory Natu- 
ral Resource Specialist, AFS 
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BLM and You - 
Employee 
Excellence 


by Mel Williams 


BLM has designed a new seminar 
called “Employee Excellence,’ The 
class is the second in a seven-phased 
Careers Program developed by BLM to 
meet its commitment to career enhance- 
ment for BLM employees at all organiza- 
tional levels The course was designed to 
give you a greater understanding of 
BLM’s mission and functions. 

Emphasis will be on self-awareness; 
careers in BLM; how you fit in; and how 
you contribute to the mission of the or- 
ganization. You are BLM’s most impor- 
tant resource. Our desire is for you to 
develop the skills and knowledges needed 
to accomplish your career goals as well as 
the goals of BLM-Alaska. 

The first seminar will be held in 
Anchorage on May 23-27. For more in- 
formation call Mel Williams at 271-5511. 


MOVING ON 


Derry Burnett, Supply Clerk, ASO Divi- 
sion of Support Services 

Linda Tracy, Legal Clerk, Fairbanks 
Support Center 

Paula Benson, Land Law Examiner, 
ASO Branch of Mineral Adjudication 

Kim Hoy, Mail & File Clerk, ASO Divi- 
sion Support Services 

James Swanson, Student Trainee (Land 
Surveyor) ASO Division of Cadastral 
Survey 

James Gilliam, Fish & Wildlife Biolo- 
gist, ASO Division of Mineral Re- 
sources 

Angel Thompson, Clerk-Typist, ASO 
Division of Conveyance Management 

Mable Lee, Clerk-Typist, Anchorage 

District, 
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WELCOME ABOARD 


Lance Clouser, Forestry Technician 
(Smokejumper), AFS 

Cora Williams, Clerk-Typist, Steese- 
White Mountains District 

Suvina Quivers, Computer Clerk, ASO 
Division of Support Services 

Gary Dunning, Forestry Technician 
(Smokejumper), AFS 

Darrell Boggess, Computer Programer, 
ASO Division of Support Services 

Erroll Locker, Librarian, ASO Division 
of Support Services 

Daniel Thompson, Forestry Technician, 
(Smokejumper) AFS 

Michael Tupper, Forestry Technician 
(Smokejumper), AFS 

Leonard Wehking, Forestry Technician, 
(Smokejumper), AFS 

Gary Paddock, Communications Spe- 
cialist, ASO Division of Support Serv- 
ices 

Bonnie Barcus, Forestry Technician, 
AFS 

Janis Deneen, Forestry Technician, AFS 

LaVanne Kolodji, Legal Clerk, ASO 
Division of Support Services 

Janet Richardson, Secretary, ASO Of- 
fice of Management, Policy & Budget 


Bureau of Land Management 
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Workwise Or Otherwise 


e@eLook for Thomas Ejidel and Jan 
Crouchs’ CMCIRS article in the March 
1988 issue of Photogrammetric Engineer- 
ing & Remote Sensing (PE&RS) maga- 
zine. 


eJim Johnson has been named BLM’s 
representative for the Catastrophic Earth- 
quake Planning portion of the ongoing 
Federal Emergency Management 
Agency’s emergency planning effort. 


eA BLM owned house in Tok, rented by 
BLMer Jim Sisk, was destroyed by fire 
March 22. Sisk was in travel status at the 
time. 


eThis summer BLM surveyors will be 
surveying Native Allotments along the 


Yukon River from Fort Hamlin to just 
north of Rampart, at Lime Village, 
Hughes, Wales, Unalakleet, Iliamna, 
Lake Clark, Portage Creek and the 
Dillingham/Aleknagik area. Rectangular 
Survey work will be done at Livengood 
and Unalakleet. Upon approval of a plan 
ofsurvey, 14(c) surveys will be conducted 
at Kokhanok, Newhalen, South Naknek, 
New Stuyahok, Unalakleet, Wales and 
Tliamna. ; 


eBLM is recruiting for high school stu- 
dents in Dillingham area to serve as coop- 
erative education student helpers for ca- 
dastral survey crews this summer. — 

of Support Services 
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